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Meet Mark Mack...

When the pressures of the couriroom come down upon attorney Mark Mack, he turns o his weekends
for his release. Every Saturday night, he dons a Sinatra style suit and croons classic jozz standards in
front of strangers at the Woodlands. For a guy who mokes a regulor habit of swimming with sharks,
performing live is o walk in the park. No, really, when we say swimming with sharks, we mean he liter-
ally swims with sharks. The Wilkes-Barre native is an avid scuba diver, and even has a place in Cancun
that allows him to frequent his favorite Caribbean reefs. For now though, Mack’s excited about the

release of his new (D “In the Glare of the Spotlight.” Proceeds form the disc benefit The Gilda Radner
Familial Ovarian Cancer Regisiry, ond so far he’s roised more than S1,000. Now, meet the Mack
Daddy of criminal defense lawyers, the swingin’ Mark Mack ...

How did you get into singing?

I've always kidded my friends and people
close to me that some day [ would become a
singer. About three years ago, something
clicked and I decided to stop talking about it
and do it. I had been doing a lot of karoke
and people were very encouriaging — espe-
cially down at Martini. I finally went in one
night and saw Marty Edwards, whose band
plays at the Woodlands. A couple days later
he had me in the studio and that was it

1 was doing it three nights a week for two
vears and ... to tell you the truth, I couldn’t
do it It was killing me, between that and the
law firm. 50 now [ just do Saturday nights
from 9:30 p.m.to 2 at the Woodlands’ Court-
vard Cate. We also do weddings and private
partics

And Sinatra is a big influence?

One guy said [ was a Sinatnl impersonator
and 1 didn't like that. I consider myself just a
smger who sings jazz standards and a lot of
them are the same ones Sinatra did. I cer-
tainly respect the guy as a singer more than
anybody ['ve known. I'll be 50 years old in
July but when I was 10 years old [ remem-
ber bstening to Sinatra on this guy’s Cadillac
on the radio and that guy’s music stuck with
me I've listened to my share of everything
¢lse, but that type of music, I considered it
more real and professional than other
music. To me, 1o do a song well, takes a lot of
effort

How did you learn?

I take lessons every week. Right now, [ take
lessons from a fellow by the name of Macstro
Giacomo Simonelli. He was with RCA in Rome.
He was an A&R man, a talent scout. He's done a
number of concerts around the world. Right
now he's working on an opera, He produced
this album. If not for him, the CD wouldn’t have
turned out like it did

Does he make you call him The
Maestro?

Yeah. Yes he does. He told me [ may call
him Giacomo in private but in public it's
Maestro. He is a real Macstro.

Talk about the songs
on this CD.

They're mostly standards
that have been done by Sinatra. A lot
of other singers have done them as well. When
you listen to jazz music, there are so many
singers and most of them have done these
songs. [U's just that certain singers make
them their own, Like Nat King Cole
made “Chestnuts Roasting on an

Open Fire” his song.

Was it intimidat-
ing recording
with the Mae-
stro?

The Macstro and [
have become very
good [riends. We
cit together,
drink together,
travel togeth-
er ... he's a
very interest-
ing person
and we share
i lot of the
same views
about environmental issues and politics.
He's very inspirational. He wants me to go with
him to Italy to put on a concert this summer,

Is that doable?
IfT can get 10 days off, why not? I spent my Last

-lS;ycnﬂ; as a lawyer. This is something ['ve

always wanted to do. Who knows how long I'm
going to last? When will I get another chance to
do this?
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Which career will kill you quicker?
(laughs) You know what? That's a very good
question, I think the two together are definitely
burning the candle a little quicker than most
lawyers or singers. Musicians singing at a
club three rughts a week _.. I'm not the same as
[ was 20 yes

s ago. It messes up your sleep pas
tern and thar's tough for me. [t's a tough busi-
ness. Sinatra could get up in the afternoon and
have a girl give him a massage then go down to
the pool and take his time. [ have to be up and

20 to coust!

Which do you find more rewarding?

I've put a lot of work into law. I have a great
legal practice, In every way, the law business is
very rewanding, IU's @ much more serious busi-
ness. It requires muich harder work You're deal-
ing with people’s liberty and lives. Here, you're
entertaining people. This is the dessert in life.
This is the cake and the icing with it in Life. This
CD was a labor of love. 1 have to crediv my girl-
friend Lorie McCarthy because it was her idea
to have this benefit. | mean — [ did the benefit
for my sister Marlena. But Lorie had a lot to do
with it. We wanted
[0 entertain peo-
ple and do
something for
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the community at the same time. We chose the
Gilda Radner fund because my sister was very
into the theater.

Was becoming a lawyer a childhood
dream?

Well, my dad was District Atorney of Luzerne
County. My grandfather was a lawyer. My uncle
was i liwyer [t runs in the family. As far as this
music is concerned, my father was the biggest
influence in my lifetime. He was a very good
lawyer and he sings himsclf. He's always loved

Lo sing.

What else are you passionate
about?

W like to avel. We go o New York as much
as we can We seek ont new musie T especilly
like to listen to singers. I'm also an avid scuba
diver. I've been lucky. I've been all over the
Caribbean and Central America. You name it and
I've been there, I've been very fortunaie. You're

like a space man. Did you ever do it?

| went snorkeling once in the
Bahomas ...

Hey I was in §t. Martin and ['m snorkeling. It
was the first trip | ever went on my life any-
where.And I see these guys down below diving
and [ just thought,*wow That wias what [ need-
ed to do. Since then, I've probably been on at
least 250 dives. You're like a space man. It's so
relaxing. You can float at any level you want. It's
really great, You have to try it sometime

What was your most memorable
undersea encounter?

In the Bahamas, we dove down about 85 fect,
and 1 have an underwater camera. We all sat
down and let everything settie, and the cap-
lain's mate came with a rope and there were
two milk jugs tied together full of chum. Sharks
can simell underwater a mile away. These sharks
started coming toward us. There were six or
rks
. some of them were six

seven Caribbean sharks, bull sh

teet long. They would cir-
cle around us and nose @t
it, andd then when they
finally opened the boxes
they went into a frenzy.
The sand was like smoke
because the sharks were
poing absolutely crazy
Another time we were div-
ing in Mexico where they
trained nurse sharks and
green oy cels. T have pic-
tures of me “’l:‘ll"lng i Nlum_l
eel like it's 1 boa And one time
1 was diving and a submarine
went by That was in Cabo San

Lucas.

Anything else you'd like
fo say?
[ would like to stress how much 1
love the law business. And if some-
thing ever came up where I had the
chance to get some time off o do
Atlantic City or something, I would do it
Not that [ would ever want to give up what I'm
doing now, but just w say that I gave it a shot.
by gene padden



